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1. The Bill has been brought forward partly in response to concerns about “period 

poverty”- difficulty in being able to afford products. Do you think period poverty 

is a serious issue in Scotland? Please provide any relevant information you may 

have to support your views. 

Yes, period poverty is a serious issue in Scotland. There is evidence that in-work 

poverty is increasing, and foodbanks are experiencing increases in the number of 

requests to support families. Although a necessity, sanitary products are often an 

afterthought and can be a financial challenge for many girls and women, and therefore 

access to affordable or free sanitary products can be a very serious issue for many 

girls and women. 

 

2. Do you support the overall aim of the Bill – that no one in Scotland should have 

to pay for period products and this this should be set in law? 

Yes. Free sanitary products should be a universal right for all girls and woman. 

 

3. The Scottish Government already has a scheme for free period products across 

schools, colleges and universities. Some public bodies also provide free 

products voluntarily. Do you have any experience of such schemes? If so, do 

they seem to be effective? 

Yes, the council participate in providing free sanitary products across East Ayrshire. 

The Council is working in partnership with local statutory and voluntary organisations 

to ensure that those most in need have access to free sanitary products. We also 

provide free sanitary products in the majority of our public buildings. 

 

4. The Bill would allow the Scottish Government to require organisations other 

than schools and colleges to provide free products. Do you support this? If so, 

what other organisations should be legally made to provide free products? 

Yes, however , if the Bill places new burdens on Local Authorities in relation to not 

only purchasing products but with regards to administration, co-ordination and delivery 

of a widened access scheme, full cost recovery for Local Authorities, will require to 

considered. 

 

5. The Bill requires the setting up of a scheme for making free period products 

available. Do you have any views on what elements a scheme should include? 

A universal system would be an effective means of providing free sanitary products for 

those who require them. The system should be administered centrally to place less 

burden on Local Authorities. 

 

 

 

6. Do you have any other comments you wish to make about the Bill? 



LGC/S5/19/PPFP/31 
 

The Bill should address actions in relation to the stigma and stereotypes with regards 

to menstruation and encourage positive conversation tackling shame of menstruation 

and period poverty. 

 


